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THE PHESIDEHT HAS SEEI'T 

THE PRESIDENT 

HENRY A. KISSINGER r: 
Situation in Southeast Asia 




General Haig has provided an interim assessment of the situation in 
South Vietnam indicating that he is greatly encouraged by the progress 
since his last visit and especially impressed by the continuing benefits 
of the Cambodian operation. He reports that: 

-- The success of the Cambodian operation is particularly 
manifest in III Corps which has enjoyed almost complete 
respite from enemy military activity and is enjoying economic 
benefits from the improved security situation. Former enemy 
sanctuary areas are now devoid of main force activity. 

-- South Vietnamese execution of the Kampong Cham operation 
has been impressive. 

-- It is absolutely essential to insure the viability of the Cambodian 
regime to prevent enemy reestablishment of sanctuaries. Operations 
now planned for the dry season will guarantee this for at least another 
six months and have potential for achieving decisive results with 
respect to the entire conflict in Southeast Asia. 

-- Both drug and racial problems are real but amenable to manage- 
ment and sensitive leadership. 

-- Ambassador Bunker and General Abrams are solidly in tune 
with the President's thinking with respect to Cambodia and every 
indication thus far suggests that President Thieu and the South 
Vietnamese military share this view point. 
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